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Small heroes in trouble — Boys
searching for their identities

Target group

TEACHERS (pre-school, primary, secon-
dary, vocational, adult, special needs)
and TEACHER TRAINERS

Programme

Preparation:

This In-Service training course is a result of
the COMENIUS project “Small heroes in trou-
ble — Boys searching for their identities” and
takes part during the third year of this conti-
nuing project. The project is based on the
fact that it is clear from social developments
in recent years that boys are increasingly a
focus of critical attention and of concern to
educationalists. Through the project the ten
partner institutions addressed what is cur-
rently a theme of growing importance, name-
ly the gender-specific dimension in children’s
education and upbringing.

The participants of the course are asked to be
able to reflect on the gender specific situation
in the classroom in their countries. Be able to
explain experiences, conflicts and problems
when teaching boys and girls.

Objectives:

The partner institutions aimed to develop a
research-based body of study material, as
well as a series of modules on both the prac-
tice and the educational methodology of tea-
chers’ work, that will add a gender-specific
dimension to co-educational schooling in Eu-
rope. The outcomes of two years intensive
work on this topic are course texts
(“Pedagogical Approaches to Learning and
Teaching with Boys — A European Perspecti-
ve”) Including a comparative study in both
web-based and published form. The educatio-
nal (-methodology) modules cover theory and
practical approaches and are available in
web-based form.

Within this In-Service training course the de-
veloped material (study material as well as a
series of modules) will be tested, evaluated
and disseminated.

Methodology:

Within the course several methodologies will
be used: Interaction and discussions, explo-
ration of materials (texts, comparative study,
modules), experimenting with new ideas, ca-
se studies, training based on the developed
material, concrete examples of good practice,
practicing new skKills,...

Outcomes:
The participants will be acquainted with
knowledge/ skills about:

e Gender education in general

e Approaches to learning and teaching with
boys

e The situation about learning and teaching
with boys in Europe

e Concrete examples to work with boys on
topics like: body and health, sexuality,
identity and self concepts, aggressions,
special needs and culture

e To use different instruments like: games
and exercises

e To work around emotions and social-
emotional wellbeing

Organisation

This course will take place from
10th till 16 of May 2009

Hogeschool-Universiteit Brussel
Campus Stormstraat
Stormstraat 2

1000 Brussels

Cost

1.450 Euro for the complete programme in-
cluding accomodation, meals, course fee...
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